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Neil Young Brings ‘Special Deluxe’
Exhibition to Santa Monica
By Genie Davis • November 4, 2014

This year, Neil Young’s harvest moon shines bright with the singer/songwriter’s
first West Coast art exhibition, “Special Deluxe,” at the Robert Berman Gallery in
Santa Monica through Nov. 29.

The exhibit features a series of watercolor paintings and prints, including the
cover of Young’s new album Storytone. Tied to Young’s recent book release,
Special Deluxe: A Memoir of Life & Cars, the paintings reflect Young’s love of
vintage automobiles along with his devotion to clean energy and the
environment. In the book, and through his art, Young uses beautifully rendered
images of vehicles as central characters, presented in a typically enigmatic,
whimsical fashion.
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The artist is well known for his love of cars, whether expressed on record in
2009′s Fork in the Road, or on the printed page. His paintings are another
expression of the joy, freedom and memories automobiles represent to Young.
In writing his memoir, Young researched and selected photographs of various
cars, and decided to alter them by tracing the images in pencil and eliminating
background settings. The result was compelling enough that Young took up the
paintbrush as an expressive instrument, and wields it with the same intensity he
brings to his music.

Photos courtesy of Robert Berman Gallery:
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